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SGB PROVIDES SUCCESSFUL SOLUTION FOR  

THAMES-SIDE DEMOLITION PROJECT 

An unusual demolition project on the banks of the River Thames has been completed safely and 

successfully, thanks to a bespoke scaffolding solution provided by SGB. The company created a 

highly unusual scaffolding system, part of which was regularly covered by the river water during the 

demolition process.  

“This was a challenging project due to the location of the building, which was built out into the river, 

from a site close to Blackfriars Bridge,” explains SGB’s Southern Design Manager, Brendan Fox. 

“Fortunately, Tideway knew that we have experience of designing this type of structure for other 

demolition and construction projects on the banks of the Thames. That experience was a key point 

in allowing us to create a successful scaffolding solution.” 

 

The SGB system included the addition of large steel brackets to the concrete columns on which the 

building stood. These were then used to support a series of beams which provided a solid base on 

which the scaffolding could sit. “This meant that the lower parts of the scaffolding would regularly 

be covered by water as the Thames ebbed and flowed with each tide, and so the system had to be 

able to accommodate the force of the water flow,” adds Brendan.  

The presence of the water also created the need for the scaffolding to adapted on a day-to-day 

basis, with the team on-site having to remove and the reinstall the toe-boards every few hours, so 

that they were not damaged by the flow. 

The SGB system was also designed with a number of other key requirements in mind. “The 

scaffolding had to be constructed in such a way that it could be reduced in height, as the demolition 

work gradually lowered the height of the building,” Brendan continues.  

“The demolition materials had to be removed from the site via the river, so our design had to include 

various protection and containment features which would prevent those materials from falling into 

the water. We also had to allow for the presence of a large barge carrying an 80-tonne crane which 

was floated in alongside the building. 

 

“Safety is the number one priority for every single project we work on, but the location of this 

project meant that it was a particularly challenging consideration,” concludes Brendan. “Once we 

had finalised our design, it was subjected to a BS5975 Category 2 internal approval procedure. It 

then had to pass the client’s own strict approval procedure before work could commence, ensuring 



that it offered the absolute maximum level of safety to those people who would complete the 

demolition work.” 

For more details, visit www.sgb.co.uk, call 01372 381 300, or follow ‘SGB a BrandSafway Company’ 

on Linkedin. 

Picture caption: Access specialists SGB. created a highly unusual scaffolding system for this 

demolition project, part of which was regularly covered by water from the River Thames  

Note: 

SGB a BrandSafway Company. The company - part of Brand Energy & Infrastructure Services - was 

established through the merger of Harsco Infrastructure and Brand Energy & Infrastructure Services, 

a leading single-source provider of specialised industrial and construction services to the worldwide 

energy and infrastructure sectors. The group has an extensive portfolio of specialised service 

offerings, including scaffolding, access, coatings, insulation, refractory, forming & shoring, cathodic 

protection, mechanical services and other related crafts.  

Operating in five key market segments: upstream/ midstream, downstream, power generation, 

industrial and infrastructure; the group currently has a turnover of $3bn (US), 22,000 employees, 

and branches in 30 different countries. 

In 2016 Brand Energy delivered 58.7m man hours and achieved a TRIR of 0.13. 


